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Since the rise of Islam in the Arabian Peninsula in the seventh century,
with the passage of time, it has become the second largest religion in
the world, and the number of believers (Muslims) accounts for almost
a quarter of the world's population. Unfortunately, the general public's
understanding of Islamic culture is still very limited. Especially in Hong
Kong, whenever Islam or Muslims are mentioned, many people only
think of it as the religion of South Asians and Arabs. In fact, Islam has a
long history in China. It was introduced into China more than a thousand
years ago. Today, there are ten Muslim ethnic groups in China comprising
a population of over 22 million. Islamic culture has long been a part of
Chinese civilization, so Hong Kong society should not be unfamiliar with
Islam.

The "Belt and Road" and "Greater Bay Area" initiatives have made
everyone's focus and resources back on the countries and regions along
the former Silk Road. And these countries are home to nearly half of the
world's Muslims. If Hong Kong wants to export its advanced products,
technologies or talents to these countries, it must have an understanding
of the culture and living habits of the local people.

The Centre for the Study of Islamic Culture at the Chinese University of
Hong Kong is honored to receive funding from the Quality Education Fund
to launch "Silk Road and Greater Bay Area: Encounter and Interaction
between Islamic and Chinese Cultures -- An Experiential Learning
Programmein PSHE for S.1-3". This has given us the opportunity to
share Islamic culture with secondary school students and allowed them
to experience and explore Islamic culture, from the classroom to the



mosque, and further into the Muslim community, up close and personal. |
would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the teachers and students of
our eight Collaborating Schools for their active participation.

The results we present here are only start-ups. The international situation
is changing rapidly, especially after the epidemic, as all countries are
actively looking for innovations and seeking development opportunities.
There are more than 1.8 billion Muslims in the world, mainly living in Asia,
the Middle East and Africa, but there are still many Muslim communities in
places such as Europe, North and South America and Australia. According
to the forecast of a leading market analysis company, the global halal
market is worth more than USD 2 trillion, and it is expected to grow to
USD 2.8 trillion in the next few years." The potential of the halal market
cannot be ignored.

We hope to continue this project in the future, leading the academia
and the Hong Kong society at large to understand the diversity and
inclusiveness of Islamic culture and Chinese culture from multiple
perspectives, and to integrate the uniqueness of these two cultures with
an open, interactive, cooperative and respectful attitude, to create a better
world.

James Frankel

Director, Centre for the Study of Islamic Culture

Associate Professor, Department of Cultural and Religious Studies
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

! Statista. "Global halal market - Statistics & Facts." Accessed 9 March 2023, https://
www.statista.com/topics/4428/global-halal-market/#topicOverview.
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